Outbreak of gram-negative septicaemia caused by contaminated continuous infusions prepared in a non-clinical area.
An outbreak of Gram-negative septicaemia due to cross infection on an acute cardiology ward is reported. This outbreak was facilitated by two factors: first, an area originally designed for non-clinical purposes was converted into a clean utility area without consulting the infection control team, and second, changes in staff had taken place at the same time. This outbreak emphasizes the importance of continuous staff training in infection control, the involvement of the infection control team in all building alterations and the need to improve recommendations by the Department of Health in the design of clean utility areas.